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are others of whom Shakespeare is the greatest example,
in whom we can see the chuman and dramatic' imagination
suddenly transformed into the 'enthusiastic and meditative'
under the compulsion of suffering. M. Bremond's generalization
was therefore based on too vague and inexact a use of the word
'mysticism'; the most that we can say is that in some cases
the imaginative life finds its consummation in the mystical,,
that in others the imagination is naturally and consistently
mystical; but that there are notable instances of poetic work,
the worth of which is generally beyond doubt, of which it
would be wholly misleading to say that it is mystical. Yet,
when this has been said, M. Bremond may well be right in
what is most fundamental in his doctrine. For though it is
the case that there is much poetry, such as that of Hardy>
which it seems mistaken to describe as in any way mystical*
we have to take account of the following situation. As Mr.
Eliot has said, religion is never wholly freed of scepticism;
but it needs to be added, what is equally true, that scepticism
can never wholly liberate itself from faith. Faith is 'somehow
integrated' into scepticism, just as scepticism is 'somehow inte-
grated' into faith. In these matters it is not given to us to know.
The 'denial' into which some scepticism issues cannot be
absolute. As Kant said, religion is an afiair of the practical
reason; and for this reason explicit assertion or denial is super-
ficial in its implications. Thus, it is in effect impossible to draw
a line of division between what we call faith and what we call
scepticism, for each is, whether it realizes it or not, 'integrated*
into the other. If this is so, the poetry of mysticism exhibits
something latent in all imaginative apprehension of the world
which seeks to be comprehensive.
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There is another matter arising out of M. Bremond's
discussion, in particular from that part of it in which he speaks
of the poet as if he were one who turned from mystical contem~